by Celeste Davis

Meet Hollywood's Youngest
Feature Screenwriter

eople are always so shocked when

they find out that | wrote a screen-

play because T am so young. They
always ask me, “Where did you come up
with the idea for it?" and “Whatr motivared
you?” My answer isn't really that complex. |
just wrote it. | think thar everyone is pas-
sionate about something. When you enjoy
something, you just do it without even
thinking abour it. My passion is writing.

When | started writing Purgatory House, |
really didn't know what [ was doing. [ just
wrote. | was going through a really difficult
time in my life, and writing ler our all of
these bortled-up emotions and frustrations.
I never thought my script would become
much maore than words scribbled in my
notebook. The beginning came magically, 1
knew how [ wanted the story to develop, so
I just wrote down all of my thoughts. Since
I never really imagined thar it would be
made into a movie, it was very casy to be
blunt. 1 didn't censor anything—ir was
extremely raw marterial.

The storyline for Purgatory Honse revolves
around a teenage girl named Silver who is
unhappy with her life. She does all kinds of
drugs and feels complerely lost. Silver is a
voung junkie-in-the-making and a total out-
cast. She fecls as if all of her friends have
turned against her, and ir's very hard w be
accepred for who she is. She turns to drugs as
a way 1o fit in but in doing so, ends up com-
plicating her life even more, She gets so fed

up with things thar are just wo crazy for a
l4-year-old to deal with that ultimarely she
takes her life. She kills herself because she
wants to be with God who she thinks will
love her unconditionally and take her to live
in the “Happy Place.” Instead, she ends up in
a place which is the complere opposite of
whar she was hoping for. God turns out to be
a drag-queen game show host and has her
play a game clled “Who wants 0 go o
Heaven.” Her prize is an all expense paid wrip
to Purgatory House where she discovers thar
running away from her issues just makes
them stay with her for eternity. How would
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vt like to spend eternicy? Would vou like o
have the same outfir thar you died in racked
endlessly in your closer? Would you like 1o ear
the same stupid carmeal for breakfase every
maorning? How would you like to sit ina cold,
lonely cell with a giant television ser that plays
only vour old reality’ Would you like w
watch your friends and family mourn your
death knowing that eventually they would get
over the emptiness they feel in their lives now
that you are gone? How would you like to
watch them move on with their lives withouw
you? As if that’s not bad enough, then imag-
ine yourself in the worst state vou've ever been
and imagine staying that way forever. This is
Silvers reality. She is destined 1o do the same
ridiculous things thar she wished she could
have changed when she was alive, but in
Purgatory House she can't change ever again—
because it's not allowed. (A least thar’s whar
she thinks.) Silver wanted the drugs and the
insanity ro end when she killed herself, bur
instead she gor stuck with them forever.
Silver's character is a reflection of myself,
although Silver does things | would never
do. She is an intense, way more dangerous
version of me. | thoughe thar by creating
this characrer, maybe | would never have o
walk down the same path that she does. 5o
far ir's worked! [h-w,-[nl‘.ling this characrer
has affected evervthing in my lite. When |
wrote the screenplay, 1 was lost and rebel-
lious. | felt so different from everybody else
that | wanted to prove a point about what
was happening to me and how it was affect-
ing me. 1 felt like everyone around me glo-
rificd drugs, and they made it seem like
doing drugs was the coolest thing o do,
The way | look ar it is, in high school you
are either a “cool druggie” or a "snob,” and
| was neither, | didn't know where 1 fic in,
The strangest part was that even though |
didnt do drugs, the kids at my schoal all
thought thar I was a roral drug addict
because I was freaky and insane. [ gor atten-
tion and felr as if | was cool in a different
way. | thought that if | conformed to one of
their stereorypes, then 1 would be a weak
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person. | was trying so hard to rebel against
everything and everyone, Now, looking
back, 1 just laugh because | sec thar those
things don't really marter o me anymeore.

In Purgatory Howse, Silver’s best friend is
named Celeste, | gave her my name because
she's my aler ego. 1 based her on a combn-
nation of my old best friend and myself.
This character is not a nice girl. She'll be
vour best friend and acr as if she loves and
understands you, bur she really just hates
vou. Thar is why she is so important, When
you don't like certain peaple for reasons you
can't explain, you sometimes need o take a
look at yourself o see if it has anything o
do with what vou don’t like abour yourself.
Celeste is thar characrer.

Sainr James is the only adult ar Purgatory
House. He sort f_ﬂ'guid £S5 everyone :i|l.'+t'|5', the
way, He's like a reacher in some ways, Hesa
good guy. bur Silver and the rest of the kids
don't realize it. Unlike some of the other
characters, which were kind of based upon
people | knew, | didn't model his characrer
after anyone in my life. He just somehow
wirned out the way he did. Actually, a lot of
the story happened thar way.

Purgatory Howse 15 twold in four separate
timelines: Earth, Purgatory, Dreams, and
Flashbacks. Earth is where Silver's fricnds
and family are now thar she’s gone. Ie's the
world she has left behind, It's her old life
going on without her. It's whar she sees on
the gianr relevision sex in her school cell. Ir's
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the parallel universe thae is continuing to
happen while she exists ar Purgartory
House, The Purgatory House timeline is
Silver's afterlife. This is where she will
spend the rest of erernity, having been
sentenced to remain the same forever. Bug
to her, it isnt Purgatory—it is Hell. The
dream sequences are filled with a stream
of thoughrs passing through her mind.
They seem random, but they really mean
something very deep. Her dreams are
actually really specracular!  God uses
them as a wol w help her see the big pic-
ture, Silver's memories from when she
was alive and whar happened before she
dicd are told through flashbacks. In these
lashbacks, she mostly remembers things
that she wishes had never happened.
These are all the things thar happened o
her and led to her decision to leave every-
thing behind,

When | think of life, | guess that’s really
how 1 perceive things. We live here on
Earth, and | believe that there is some sort
of an afrerife. Dreams really do mean
things in our everyday lives, and flashbacks
are like “day-dreaming memaories”—things
that have happened in the past. It's weird
because | never realized thar | thoughr any

of these things in the sereenplay or about
myself until [ fnished writing. 1 guess
thars the way | imagined it because thars
the way | really do think life is.

When | was 13 years old, [ felt as if peo-
ple were constantly trying to i me into
somebody that | wasn®. People were
always telling me to shut up and were
always questioning me and asking me why
I did the things thar | did. Life was not
casy, | had changed schools a bunch of
times trying to find some real friends who
accepred me for who [ was. | had been
through the ropes of public schools, but |
entered a totally new world when |
switched w a private, Lutheran middle
school. Even though [ sl felr thar | was-
n't understood by anyvone, | relied on my
notebook. 1 wrote everything in thar note-
book: my feelings, my life swories, my
thoughts, and my fantasies, Whenever |
finished reading whar [ wrote, [ always felt
as if | had accomplished something, and
thar it was truly unique.

The idea for Prergatery Howse came to
me while | was cleaning my extremely
messy bedroom. Whenever | wane clariy
in my life. T always feel as if my cluttered
bedroom is the problem. It's a good place

o start. [os usually a mess, and ir drives me
crazy. | was in my room, and as | stood
there analyzing the disaster around me, |
had this thoughe: Whar if people looking
for a way out of reality got stuck with their
problems forever? So | started writing and
couldnt pur my pen down,

[ went to school the nexe day unable w
think about anything but my new story. |
passed it to a good friend of mine, and she
loved it. She scemed to really understand it
and relate to ir. That made me want o keep
on going with my story and continuing o
write. That night | called another friend and
told ber that 1 had an wdea thar was going o
change my life forever, bue [ couldn’t tell her
over the phone because | feared my neigh-
bors would hear the conversation and take
my idea. 50 1 ran to her house o el her. |
relayed the story 1o her in the best words |
could think of, and she thoughr ir was
insane—that 1 was insane for coming up
with such an idea. | dont blame her really.
I've always been the stange one our of the
two of us, But when [ read it o my "big sis-
ter,” Cindy Baer, she thoughe it was bril-
liant, She was intrigued with my story and
couldn't stop ralking about it
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She noticed thar | had written the story in
dialogue and suggesred thar | write it as a
script, which isn't as easy as it sounds, Bur
once 1 did, Cindy ended up turning my idea
into a dream come true.

I mer Cindy when | was 11 years old
through the Big Sisters of Los Angeles
Program, Big Sisters has a mentors’ program
that matches young girls like me with older
“Big” sisters to act as role models. We've
been inseparable since we mer. She has been
the greatest influence in my life and has
done so much for me and helped me in so
many ways. If it weren't for her, I'd be a
completely different person. 1 don't know
exactly bow | would be different, bur |
know she's definitely changed my life for
the betier. One thing is for sure—I never
would have made this movie. Cindy direct-
ed and produced this project and helped me
accomplish everything. She believed thae |
could do anything I dreamed of even
though | didn't think I was strong enough.

Have you ever been able to not stop thinking
abour something that happened in the past
that you wish never would have happened?
Silvers consumed emotions in Prurgatory Honse

is about regre and sadness. | never realized any
of these things about me or the screenplay
until | stareed flming the movie,

When | started writing, | dreamed thar
Prargatory House would become a real movie;
and | would star in it. But | never wold any-
one. Maybe that’s why [ wrote Silver's charac-
ter the way I did, wrally honest and noc hold-
ing anything back. I really wanted to play the
role of Silver—I just couldn’t see it any other
way. Besides, starring in a movie that you
wrote is the ultimate experience—you get o
be on the set and you rarely forget your lines.

After working on the story for a while, |
decided o give it a break. Then after some
time, | told myself that T had o finish ir
But when 1 looked for it, [ discovered it was
gone. | still don't know whart happened w it
So | basically had to start all over, but luck-
ily everything [ wrote was tatooed in my
brain. The process of coming up with the
idea, sitting on it, losing ir, and doing ir all
over again took about a year.

Ar that time, | was going through a really
difficulr time with my family, and [ was try-
ing 1o figure out what was going on. I had
gone to another new public school and then
I ended up staying at a teen shelter for a lit-
tle while. I didn't know whart 1o do with my

are so beautiful and special.

Even after this experience, | continue tw

question myself. Whart do | want to do with
my life now? I'm sill writing (help me! I cant
stop!), and working on a comedy called
Gutter Kids, a swory | began writing before
Purgatory Howuse, | have been wrying to put a
book of poems together for abour a year now,
and [ really want o stare a rock band soon.
But wait a minute, I'm forgeting something
else that | should be working on. Whar is it?
... Oh yes ... high school. Ugh! (i)
Celeste Davis attends high school in Van Nugs,
Calif: and lives with her father, siepmother, and
baly brother, Charlie. She enjoys painting,
drawing and writing. She first realized her love
[for writing when she won an award in the fifth
grade—shei been writing creatively ever since.

life until Cindy came to the rescue. “Lers
make Purgacory House a movie,” she said,
And that’s just what we did. She spent
weeks ryping the story in correct scripe for-
mat, and she helped me pur ir all together.
| have learned so much from this experi-
ence. | didn't have any discipline in my life
until [ started making this movie. | also now
know that there really is joy and
happiness—you just have to find the
strength and motivation to create what you
want (and it isn't easy), Now [ have some-
thing to be proud of. 1 can loak at the peo-
ple who put me down and teased me, and
think to myself, “l am so happy that you are
alive because if it wasn't for the stuff cha
vou put me through, I wouldn't be me, I'd
be a square!” Whart | mean by thar is that
they always acted as if someching was wrong
with me. They constantly judged me with-
out knowing who [ really was. Maybe [ was
a lirtle crazy and strange, bur I've grown up
a bit now; and none of it really bothers me
anymore. I'm happy that | wasn't afraid, and
I didn't conform to being like all of those
people. Although it was difficult ar fiest, |
now realize that they made me strive to do
something thar is our-of this world, The
best things don't come easy. That's why they



